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@ Active material useful as adsorbent comprising metal oxide/hydroxida partfclas raactad with one or more 
phosphorous-containing materials. 

(g) An active material is disclosed comprising melSi oxide/hy- PHENYL PHOSPHA'i E 

dfoxide particles having chemically bonded to reactive sites on 
a surface (50) thereof, a monolayer of a phosphorous-contain- 
ing organic material compHised of a phosphorous-containing 
group and a carbon-containing group. The bond to the metaJ 
oxide/hydroxide surlace (50} is formed by reaction of the 
phosphorous-containing group with the metal oxide/hydroxide 
particle surface (50). so that the carbon-containing group of the 
material Is oriented away from the metal oxide/hydroxide 
surface (50). 
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Description 

ACTIVE MATERIAL USEFUL AS ADSORBENT COMPRISING METAL OXlDE/HYDROXtDE PARTICLES 
REACTED WITH ONE OR MORE PHOSPHOROUS-CONTAINING MATERIALS 

This invention relates to metal oxide/hydroxide particles with a monolayer of one or more phosphorous-con- 
5 talnlng organic materials having selected reactive sites thereon and to a process to form an active material 
useful as an adsorbent. 

Analytical and industrial adsorbents made from organic resins suffer from poor physical strength, poor 
thermal stability, high cost, solvent swelling, and low capacity. Adsorbents made from metal oxides such as 
silica exhibit poor chemical stability at high pH, For many applications, in particular for high pressure and large 
10 separation columns, an adsorbent with high physical integrity, good chemical stability over high and low pH 
conditions, specific surface functionalities, good thermal stability, and low cost is needed for a wide range of 
applications. 

Other metal oxides such as alumina have also been used as adsorbents because of the good physical 
integrity and low cost of alumina. The solubility of alumina in pH ranges between 4 and 9 Is very low and the 
15 material Is, therefore, chemically and physically stable in this pH range. However, beyond this pH range, on 
either the basic or acidic side, alumina becomes soluble in aqueous media and Its physical strength and 
integrity degrade rapidly. 

Modifications of metal oxide adsorbents such as alumina and aluminosilicates have been proposed. Stockel 
U.S. Patent 4.506,628 teaches the formation of an adsorbent animal litter utilizing alumina, aluminosilicates, or 
20 coal residues as the substrate intimately mixed with monomers containing acid functionalities which 
polymerize In situ. The monomer, such as vinyl phosphonic acid, together with a redox catalyst, is mixed with a 
pliable dough formed from alumina and water and extruded Into pellets which harden as the monomer 
polymerizes. 

Modified alumina has also been used in the formation of catalysts. Johnson et al U.S. Patents 4,202,798 and 
25 4.251 ,350 describe the formation of a hydrocarbon hydrotreating catalyst formed by contacting alumina with a 
phosphorous-containing acid compound such as phenylphosphonic acid and then calcining the phosphorous- 
containing hydrous alumina. The calcined alumina is then treated with at least one metal-containing compound 
and again calcined to form the catalyst product. 

In addition, Cupery U.S. Patent 3.013.904 discloses a substrate having an organic polymer containing 
30 pentavaient phosphorous bonded thereto. Coatings of phosphorous-containing organic polymers are applied 
over coatings of positively charged colloidal metal oxides applied to negatively charged substrates. The 
thickness of the combined colloidal oxide and polymer layers on a substrate is less than 100 millimicrons. 

Venables et al U.S. Patent 4.308,079 teaches the treatment of an aluminum oxide surface of a aluminum 
substrate with a monomolecular layer of an amino phosphonate compound such as nitrilotris (methylene) 
35 triphosphonic acid to retard hydration of the aluminum oxide to aluminum hydroxide to provide a more stable 
microporous surface which is particularly suited to commercial adhesives. The presence of the hydrated oxide 
is said to Interfere with the formation of a satisfactory bond between the adhesive and the oxide, while the 
phosphonate treatment is said to inhibit the conversion of the oxide to hydroxide without interfering with 
subsequent bonding of the adhesive to the oxide. 
40 In accordance with the present invention an active material is provided comprising a metal oxide/hydroxide 
particle having chemically bonded to reactive sites on the surface thereof a monomolecular layer of one or 
more types of phosphorous-containing organic molecules. The organic molecule Is comprised of a 
phosphorous-containing group capable of forming a chemical abond with the reactive sites on the metal 
oxide/hydroxide particle and a carbon-containing group or site oriented away from the surface of the metal 
45 oxide/hydroxide particle and capable of functioning as the active component or site of the molecule. 
In the accompanying drawings: 

Figure 1 is a graph showing the weight percent of phosphorous adsorbed to forms of aluminum 
oxide/hydroxide as a function of acid concentration. 
Figure 2 is a graph showing the weight percent of phosphorous adsoribed to forms of aluminum 
50 oxide/hydroxide as a function of aging time. 

Figure 3 is a graph showing the concentration of phosphorous remaining In solution after filtration as a 
function of aging time. 

Figure 4 Is a graph showing the weight percent of phosphorous adsorbed to gamma alumina before 
and afater washing as a function of acid concentration. 
55 Figure 5 is a graph showing the weight percent of phosphorous adsorbed to gamma alumina before 

and after washing as a function of aging time. 

Figure 6 is a graph of the pH of the solution plotted against time as an indication of phosphorous 
adsorption on aluminum oxide/hydroxide particles. 
Figure 7 is a flowsheet Illustrating the invention. 
60 Figure 8 is an illustration of a metal oxide/hydroxide particle having a monolayer of phosphorous-con- 

taining material thereon. Figures 9A-9C are plots of chromatographic tests run on columns containing the 
packing material of the invention. 
In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, the active material comprises a metal oxide/hydroxide 
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particle having chemically bonded thereto a substantially monomolecular layer of a phosphorous-containing 
organic material wherein the organic molecule having the phosphorous-containing group Is further comprised 
of a carbon-containing group oriented away from the surface of the metal oxide/hydroxide particle and 
capable of functioning as the active component of the molecule. This active material is suitable for use as an 
adsorbent which is stable over a large pH range, I.e., In some cases from 1-U, or from 2 tq 11, and which. 5 
unlike at least some of the metal oxide/hydroxides useful as the support material, Is insokjbte in aqueous 
media. 

The active material also may be useful for: an analytical and prepative-scale chromatographic support; an 
ion exchange medium; a coupling agent for biologicaJ materials such as enzymes, whole cells, yeasts, 
proteins, microbes, pharmaceuticals-including time-release drugs, and vaccines; stabilization of inorganic w 
membranes used at high and low pH; coatings for piezoelectric crystals; spacer molecules for holding m«tal 
oxide particles apart: coatings for inorganic fillers and flame -retardants in polymers; coatings for Inhibiting 
cation or anion adsorption (such as F~ adsorption on alumina); formation of hydrophobic surfaces on metal 
oxides to control wetting and dispersion properties in fluid media; controlling surface charge in fluid motfa; 
promoters for adhesive bonding of metals, ceramics and polymers; coupling agents for immobilizing optically 15 
active molecules (chirality) for selective adsorption of optically active compounds (d or 1 isomers) ; surfaoe 
modification for passlvating surfaces of biological Implants (e.g., bones, Joints, teeth); additives to medicinal 
products (extenders, coloring agents, flavorings for toothpaste, creams) ; Improve bonding between electrical 
insulation and a metal conductor (decrease delamlnation from weathering) ; controlling the abrasive properties 
of metal oxides powders; complexing agents for catalytlcally active metals for Improved metal dispersion; 20 
producing stain and wear resistant coatings for plastic, concrete, or soft metal wear surfaces; selective 
adsorption of toxic liquids or gases without adsorbing water; coupling agentc for coloring polymers and 
paints; preservative coatings for natural products such as wood, straw, and stone to Increase surface 
hardness, stain resistance, and color fastness; coating to increase the efficiency of photon radiation by 
enhanced absorption and/or light scattering; coating with bacteriostatic properties for pharmaceuticai 25 
products, treating fabrics, and wood (e.g. . treating wood shingles to inhibit formation of mold, mildew, and 
rot); flocculating agents for colloidal dispersions; metal chelating agents; and additive to polish and waxes as 
extender and anti-wetting agent. Further, the active material also may be useful In diagnostic testing devices or 
processes or in therapeutic devices or processes. The active material may be applied to membrar>es such as 
Inorganic membranes and may be used In reverse osmosis dialysis and ultrafiltration, 30 

The use of the term "active material" is Intended to define an organic molecule comprising a monomer, 
oligomer or short chain polymer having a phosphorous-containing group, preferably at the end of the 
molecule, capable of bonding to the metal oxide/hydroxfde support and having one or more sites thereon, 
preferably at the opposite end of the molecule, which may be used for the coupling, bonding, or adsorbing, 
etc. of atoms, ions or other molecules thereto, e.g.. when the active material functions as an adsorbent, the 35 
active material will have sites available on the molecule to which the material to be adsorbed will be attracted. 

The use of the term "metal oxide/hydroxides' herein is intended to define a broad spectrum of oxides 
ranging from those which may contain few hydroxides, e.g.. activated or calcined forms of ajumlnum oxide 
(alumina) to more hydrated forms which may comprise mainly hydroxide, e.g., Al(OH)s. It has been found, 
however, that the metal hydroxide form, rather than the metal oxide form, provides a better bond with the 40 
phosphorous-containing group on the organic molecule with which it is reacted. However, for certain 
applications, dehydrated or activated forms of the metal oxide/hydroxide may be preferred due to the higher 
surface area of such particles. For example, when aluminum oxide/hydroxide Is used, the hydrated form wWl be 
preferred, e.g., gibbsite. bayerite, or boehmite will be preferred when a large external surface area is desired 
and activated alumina will be preferred when It Is desirous that the metal oxide/hydroxide have a high Internal 46 
surface area. 

As presently understood, the metal oxide /hydroxides suitable for use In the present invention usually 
require hydroxyl groups on the surface 4tereof for purposes of providing bonding sites for the 
phosphorous-containing organic materials. For example, when the particulate material is alumina, hydroxyl 
groups on the surface of the alumina react with the phosphorous^ontainlng group or groups of the organic 50 
molecule. I.e., with the -POOH acid group of the phosphonic or phosphlnic acid, or with the -PO(OH) group of 
the phosphoric acid monoester or the phosphoric acid diester or organic phosphoramldates or organic 
thiophosphates. When using an organic solvent, particularly where the solvent Is Immiscible with water, a 
monolayer of hydroxyl groups is provided on the alumina particles for purposes of reacting to form a chemical 
bond with the phosphonic or phosphlnic acid groups or with the phosphoric acid group(s) of a phosphoric 55 
acid mono or diester. It will be appreciated that If more than a monolayer of hydroxyl units Is present on the 
alumina surface, such as hydroxyl units present as a result of water, this additional water layer can act to hinder 
the reaction. Thus, while it is preferred to have a maximum of a monolayer of hydroxy! units, less than a 
complete surface layer of hydroxyl units can be present on the metal oxide and such does not hinder reactivity. 

Metal oxide/hydroxides which may be used as the support particle for reaction with the phosphorous-con- 60 
taining organic material include any metal capable of forming oxide/hydroxide selected from the class 
consisting of groups IB. IIA, ItB, IIIA, IVA, VA, IlIB, IVB, VB, VIB. VllB and Vlll. and combinations thereof. For 
example, the oxide/hydroxides of aluminum, magnesium, titanium, zirconium, iron, silicon, chromium, zinc, 
vanadium, and combinations of these may be used. Also, a core or center of Iron oxide/hydroxide or other 
paramagnetic or diamagnetic material may be used with a coating of a metal compound to take advantage of 65 
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the magnetic properties of of the iron oxide/hydroxide as an adsorbent. It should be noted that by use of the 
term "metal", it is intended to include not only the traditional metals, but also materials sometimes referred to 
as metalloids such as Si, Se, B, As and Te and to exclude the remaining elements referred to as nonmetals in 
the periodic table. In addition, oxides/hydroxides of the tanthanide series, as well as oxides/hydroxides of 
5 thorium and uranium in the actinide series, may be used as the support particle. 

While the invention is primarily directed to the use of metal oxide/hydroxide particles as support materials 
for reaction with the phosphorous-containing organic molecules to form the active material, it Is within the 
purview of this invention that other metal compounds could be used in substitution for the metal 
oxide/hydroxides such as metal silicates, oxalates, phosphates, sulfates, carbonates, apatites, hydrotalcites, 
10 zeolites, kaolin, clays and chromates as well as combinations of such materials or combinations of any of such 
materials with the preferred metal oxide/hydroxide support materials. 

With respect to the metal oxide/hydroxides used in the present invention. It Is preferred that they are 
provided In particulate form for certain applications. When the use is adsorbents, particle sizes can range from 
as low as 50 Angstroms to provide large external surfaces and up to 12 millimeters for large reactors. When the 
15 adsorbent base is alumina the particle size can be 1 to 200 microns. It will be appreciated that other uses, for 
example, flocculation, flame retardant in polymers, heterogeneous catalyst, can require different particle sizes. 
However, normally for adsorbent use, the particle size is greater than 1 micron. Typical particle size 
distributions, when the metal oxide/hydroxide particles comprise aluminum oxide/hydroxide (alumina), are 1, 
3-6, 7-12, 10-18, 18-32, 32-63, and 50-200 microns. 

20 With respect to particle size morphology of the metal oxide/hydroxides used in the Invention, e.g., metal 
oxide/hydroxides such as alumina, or iron oxide, for purposes of the present invention, it is preferred that they 
have a pore size of 20 Angstroms to 10 microns in diameter. Further, it is preferred that the particles have a 
pore volume of 0.1 to 1.5 ml/g. With respect to purity, the level of impurity should be minimized depending on 
the end use. However, for adsorbents, for example, the metal oxide or metal compound should have a purity 

25 level of over BOO/o, preferably 950/o or greater. Surface area of the particle is preferred to be high with typical 
surface areas for alumina, for example, being in the range of 0.10 to 600 m^/g and up to 1000 m^/g for other 
metal oxide/hydroxides such as silica. 

To produce the active material comprising the metal oxide/hydroxide reacted with one or more types of 
phosphorous-containing organic molecules, the metal oxide/hydroxide, such as alumina, may be reacted with 

30 a phosphonic or phosphinfc acid or with a phosphoric acid monoester or diester in an aqueous media at a 
temperature of from about 25° C up to about 90'' C, preferably about 60° C, for a period of from at least 0.1 to 
not more than 20 hours, and preferably from at least about 0.5 hours up to about 4 hours, using an initial acid 
concentration of at least about 0.0001 to 0.1 molar. In some instances higher concentrations may be desired. 
When the media is non-aqueous, the temperature range can be greatly extended. For example. It may range 

35 from 5°C or lower to 200° C or sometimes higher depending on the liquid medium. 

In the present invention, the weight of the monolayer can range from about 0.01 to 90 wt.o/o calculated on the 
total weight of the coated metal oxide, and preferably the monolayer can range from about 4 to 50 wt.o/o, 
typically 5 to 20 wt.tVo. When the metal oxide/hydroxide particle is very small, the monolayer weight can be 
equal to or greater than the weight of the particle. For purposes of ensuring that a monolayer of phosphonated 

40 organic material is bonded to the metal oxide particles, the application should be carefully controlled. That is, a 
monolayer can be obtained, for example, by controlling the viscosity of the aqueous media, the time of 
exposure in the media, the concentration of phosphorous-containing organic material in the media, or the 
concentration of hydroxyl units on the metal oxide particles. In addition, to ensure a monolayer, after formation 
of the active material, it may be treated in an organic solvent, a basic or acidic solution, or combinations 

45 thereof. An example is NaHCOa/NaaCOa washing solution having a pH of about 10, to remove weakly 
adsorbed molecules on the particles. This ensures that all of the molecules remaining are bonded to the 
hydroxyl groups on the metal oxide/hydroxide surface and not to one another, plus assuring formation of the 
desired monomolecular layer stable over a wide range of pH. 
The formula for the phosphonic acid useful in the practice of the invention may be written as RP0(0H)2 

50 while the phosphinlc acid may be written as RR'PO(OH) where R' may be hydrogen and both R and R' may 
each be comprised of 1-30, preferably 5-30, carbon-containing molecules such as an alkyi group. Other 
examples of groups which may comprise R and/or R' include long and short chain aliphatic hydrocarbons, 
aromatic hydrocarbons, carboxylic acids, aldehydes, ketones, amines, amides, thioamides, imides, lactams, 
anilines, pyridines, piperidines. anhydrides, carbohydrates, thiocyanates, esters, lactones, ethers, aikenes, 

55 alkynes, alcohols, nitriies, oximes, organosilicones, sulfur containing organic compounds, ureas, thioureas, 
perfluoro organic molecules, perchloro organic molecules, perbromo organic molecules and combinations of 
these groups. 

The formulas for the phosphoric acid esters useful in the practice of the invention may be written as 
(R0)P0(0H)2 (phosphoric acid monoester or monophosphate) while the phosphoric acid diester may be 

60 written as (RO)(R'0)PO(OH). R and R' may be organic groups containing 1 to 30 carbon atoms, preferably 
5-30, carbon-containing molecules such as an alkyI group. Other examples of groups which may comprise R 
and/or R' include long and short chain aliphatic hydrocarbons, aromatic hydrocarbons, carboxylic acids, 
aldehydes, ketones, amines, amides, thioamides. imides, lactams, anilines, pyridines, piperidines. anhydrides, 
carbohydrates, thiocyanates, esters, lactones, ethers, aikenes, alkynes. alcohols, nitriies, oximes, organosiii- 

65 cones, sulfur containing organic compounds, ureas, thioureas, perfluoro organic molecules, perchloro organic 
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molecules, perbromo organic molecules and combinations of these groups. 

The phosphorous-containing organic molecules such as listed above may also Include Inorganic groups 
substituted thereon such as halogens, nitrates, phosphates, phosphlnates, phosphlnltes, phosphonates. 
quaternary ammonium salts, and the tike. While It Is preferred that the free end of the organic group extends 
away from the surface of the metal compound particle, It is within the scope of the present Invention to provide. 5 
on the free end of the molecule, one or more functional groups. A functional group may be defined as the 
group on the molecule which enables the reactive material (comprising the phosphorous-containing organic 
material bonded to the metal oxide/hydroxide surface) to react with, attract, couple to. bond with, etc. other 
atoms, ions and/or molecules. Intermediate groups may be defined as the groups on the molecule which 
permit substitution or addition of groups or compounds to the R or R' groups after the monolayer has been io 
formed on the oxide/hydroxide particle. Examples of Intermediate groups Include I, CI. Br, CN. etc. The 
intermediate group permits the addition of groups or radicals which would not be compatible with or be 
destroyed during formation of the monolayer. Thus, this permits the addition of functional groups on the end of 
the R or R' group after the monolayer is formed. By attaching specific functional groups, either organic or 
inorganic, to the R and R' groups of the phosphonic and phosphlnic acids, a wide variety of adsorbent is 
selectivities and capacities are provided. 

The functional groups attached to or contained within the free end can be selected from cation exchange 
functional groups and anion exchange functional groups such as -HSO3, -N(CH3)3 CI, -COONa, -NH2 and -CN, 
for example. The -HSOs functional group permits removal of cations such as Cu +2, Fe + 2^ +2 cd +2' 
Ca +2^ Sr +2. Hg +^ Pb +2^ Ba +2 and Be +2 from aqueous media. The functional group, -CH2N+ (CHajaCi! 20 
permits removal of anions such as HSO4 , ClOi , NOi , NO2 , HPO4 . formate, crtrate. Other examples of 
functional groups that may terminate the free end of the phosphonate bonded hydrocarbon chain include the 
following; a carboxyl group, e.g., a carboxymethyt group, a glucose group, a monoclonal antibody, a cyano 
group (-CwN), a phenyl group, a diphenyl group, a tertiary butyl group, a sulfonic group, a benzyl sulfonic 
group, protein groups such as protein A (staphylococcal protein A), protein G, immunoglobulins and binders 25 
thereof, pharmaceutical compounds, yeasts, microbes, whole cells, enzyme groups, dye molecules, chelated 
metal groups, tag molecules and combination of these groups. Further, It should be noted that the carbon 
group can be a saturated or unsaturated carbon chain. 

It will be noted that the R or R' groups are always monomers or oligomers. Preferably, the oligomers have a 
molecular weight of less than 2000. By the use of monomer herein is meant to Include a chemical compound 30 
that can undergo polymerization. By oligomer Is meant a polymer.or polymer Intermediate containing relatively 
few structural units, i.e.. a polymer containing 2-4 monomers. 

While we do not wish to be bound by any particular theory of bonding, it is believed that when a metal 
oxide/hydroxide particle, for example, alumina, is brought Into contact with the phosphoric acid monoester or 
phosphoric acid diester, a reaction or adsorption of the acid on the alumina takes place In which the aluminum 36 
and phosphorus atoms In the respective molecules are apparently bonded together through an oxygen atom 
as illustrated in the formulas below: 
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Note: Aluminum ions may be an octrahedrally or tetrahedrally 
coordinated cation with or without coordination vacancies at 
or near the surface (external or within pore structures). 
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Also, while we do not wish to be bound by any particular theory of bonding, it is believed that when a metai 
65 oxide/hydroxide particle, for example, alunnina, is brought into contact with the phosphonic or phosphinlc acid 
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a reaction or adsorption of the acid on the aiumina takes place in which the aluminum and phosphorous atoms 
in the respective molecules are apparently bonded together through an oxygen atom as illustrated in the 
formulas below: 
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Note:^ Aluminum ions may be an octrahedrally or tetrahedrally 
coordinated cation with or without coordination vacancies at ^ 
or near the surface (external or within pore structures). 



Thus it can be seen, using the above proposed models, thai If all of the exposed hydroxyl groups on the 
surface of the alumina can be reacted with the phosphonic or phosphinic acid groups, or with the phosphoric 
acid monoester or diester Groups, the surface chemistry of the reacted alumina will be changed. Furthermore, 
the type of organic radical attached to said Groups can be tailored to achieve certain types of affinities to 
provide selectivity in the adsorption characteristics of the product. For example, when an alumina treated with 
a phosphonic or phosphinic acid having a octadecyT R group is used, or when an alumina treated with a 
phosphoric acid monoester or phosphoric acid diester having a dodecyl R group is used, the following type of 
selectivity can be achieved. For example, p-nltroanlline. methyl benzoate, phenetola. and o-xylene under 
chromatographic conditions can be selectively adsorbed on such a reactive material in accordance with the 
present invention. 

The chemical bonding of the phosphonic or phosphinic acid, or of the phosphoric acid monoester or 
phosphoric acid diester to the metal oxide/hydroxide particle, e.g. alumina particle. Is illustrated in Figure 8 
wherein the center represents the alumina particle having a surface 50. The carbon-containing molecule Is 
chemically bonded at one end to surface 50 by means of a phosphorous-oxygen-metal bond. As presently 
understood, it is preferred that the other or free end of the carbon-containing molecule extencis away from the 
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surface of the particle, as shown in Figure 8. Further, It is important to control the application or bonding of the 
phosphonic or phosphinic acid, or of the phosphoric acid monoester or phosphoric acid diester to the nnetal 
oxide/hydroxide support so as to obtain a monolayer bonded to the metal oxide/hydroxide particle as 
illustrated In Figure 8. 

5 By 'monolayer" or "monomolecular layer" is meant that 90o/o, and preferably 980/o, of the phosphonic or 
phosphinic acid molecules are bonded to the metal oxide/hydroxide particle as a single layer of molecules. 
Thus, the application should be controlled so as to prevent the R or R' groups from bonding to each other to 
form weakly adsorbed multilayers which would then provide further hydroxy! units, i.e., -POOH units directed 
away from and not bonded to the surface of the metal oxide/hydroxide particles, thereby defeating the 

10 purpose of the invention, for example, when it is used for an adsorbent. The thicl<ness of the 
phosphorous-containing bonded organic monolayer is in the range of 19-5CXX) Angstroms and preferably 20 to 
500 Angstroms. 

As noted earlier, while it is desired to avoid organic polymers where the chain has repeating 
phosphorous-containing groups which can bond to the metal oxide particle surface, oligomers having 

15 preferably a single phosphorous-bonding group are utilized. The single phosphorous-bonding group permits 
the oligomer to have a free end which extends away from the metal oxide particle surface. Additionally, the 
monomer or oligomer comprising the monolayer may have reactive sites which can permit crosslinking so as 
to polymerize monomers or oligomers already bonded to the surface of the metal oxide particle. 
In the present invention, particularly when the end use is an adsorbent, it is preferred that the monomer or 

20 oligomer used is at least a five-carbon chain. The chain can have 20 to 30 or more carbons, as noted earlier. 
The longer chains perferably are used in the initial bonding or loading of the metal oxide particle with the 
phosphorous-containing carbon material. However, because of the pores and fissures that can be present on 
the metal oxide particle, particularly those having high surface area, often all the surface hydroxyl units are not 
reacted because of the inability of the longer chain phosphorous-containing organic material to reach or to 

25 diffuse into the pores and fissures. Thus, to inert or block remaining reactive sites, short-chain monomers or 
oligomers, e.g., less than 6 carbon molecules per chain, can be used. In this way. all of the reactive sites are 
capped or blocked. That is, for capping off the reactive sites, short-chain monomers can be used. For 
example, an alumina treated with a high molecular weight phosphonic or phosphinic acid, e.g. an 
n-heptadecylphosphonic acid, may be further treated with a low molecular weight phosphonic acid, e.g., 

30 methylphosphonic acid, to treat any remaining unreacted alumina surface areas. Also, for example, an alumina 
treated with a high molecular weight phosphoric acid monoester or phosphoric acid diester, e.g. an 
n-dodecylphosphoric acid, may be further treated with a low molecular weight phosphoric acid, e.g., 
methyl phosphoric acid, e.g., methyphosphoric acid or a mixture of methyl phosphoric acid and dimethyl 
phosphoric acid, to treat any remaining unreacted alumina surface areas. 

35 A further embodiment of this Invention relates to bonded, e.g.. affinity or reverse phase chromatography 
column packing material. More particularly, this invention relates to such a packing material comprising a metal 
oxide/hydroxide reacted with phosphonic acid to form a monomolecular layer thereon thereby providing a 
reverse phase chromatographic packing material having good pH stability as well as high efficiency. 
Chromatographic packing materials made from organic resins suffer from poor physical strength, poor 

40 thermal stability, high cost, solvent swelling, and low capacity. Chromatographic packing materials made from 
metal oxides such as silica exhibit poor chemical stability at high pH. For many applications, in particular for 
reverse phase chromatography, a chromatographic packing materia! with high physical integrity, good 
chemical stability over high and low pH conditions, specific surface functionalities, good thermal stability, and 
low cost is needed, 

45 In said further embodiment, a chromatographic packing material is provided comprising a metal 
oxide/hydroxide particle having chemically bonded to reactive sites on the surface thereof a monomolecular 
layer of one or more phosphonic acids with the non-polar portion of the molecule oriented away from the 
surface of the metal oxide/hydroxide particle for Interaction with organic materials being passed through the 
chromatography column. 

50 In accordance with said further embodiment of the invention, the chromatographic packing material 
comprises a metal oxide/hydroxide particle having chemically bonded thereto a substantially monomolecular 
layer of one or more phosphonic acids. 

By reverse phase chromatography is meant that the adsorbent is less polar than the eluding solvent, and in 
normal phase chromatography the adsorbent is more polar than the eluding solvent. That is, in reverse phase 

55 chromatography, the more non-polar sample components interact more with the relatively non-polar column 
packing and thus elute later than polar sample components. Typical mobile phases for reverse phase 
chromatography are aqueous buffers, water, methanol, acetonitrile, tetrahydrofuran, and mixtures of water or 
buffer with these organic solvents. 
To produce the chromatographic packing material comprising the metal oxide/hydroxide reacted with one 

60 or more phosphonic acids, the meta! oxide/hydroxide, such as alumina, may be reacted with a phosphonic 
acid in an aqueous media at a temperature of from about 25** C up to about 90**C preferably about 25° C, for a 
period of from at least 0.1 to not more than 20 hours, and preferably from at least about 0.5 hours up to about 4 
hours, using an Initial acid concentration of at least about 0,0001 molar up to about 0.1 molar, in some 
instances, higher concentrations may be desirable. When the media is nonaqueous, the temperature range 

65 can be greatly extended. For example, it may range from 5*^0 or lower up to 200** C or sometimes higher 
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depending upon the particular liquid media. 

For purposes of ensuring that a monolayer of phosphonic acid is bonded to the metal oxide particles, the 
application should be carefully controlled. That Is, a monolayer can be obtained, for example, by controlitng thd 
viscosity of the media, the time exposure in the media, the concentration of phosphorous-bonding hydrOxyl 
units in the media, or the concentration of hydroxyl units on the metal oxide particles. 6 

The reverse phase chromatographic packing material used as a column packing material for reverse phase 
chromatography, comprises a metal oxide/hydroxide, preferably aluminum oxide/hydroxide, having a particle 
size range of from about 0.5-300 microns, preferably about 1-80 microns with a pore diameter size of from 
20-100,000 Angstroms, preferably about 40-1000 Angstroms, with a pore volume of about 0.1-2 
mitliliters/gram, preferably about 0,5-1.5 mtlliliters/gram, e.g., 0.3 to 0.8 milli liters/gram. io 

The reverse phase chromatographic packing material further comprises from 1-75 wt.o/o (calculated on total 
weight of the packing material), preferably 4-50 wt o/o. and typically 5-20 wt.o/o of one or more phosphonic add6 
bonded as a monomolecular layer to the reactive sites on the surface of the aluminum oxide/hydroxide 
support material. The phosphonic acids bonded to the support material preferably comprise a mixtun^ of 
from 2 to 97 wt.o/o, preferably 25-95 wt.o/o, (based on total weight of phosphonic acids) of one or more is 
phosphonic acids having the formula RP0(0H)2 wherein R Is a 5-30 carbon saturated or unsaturated aliphatic 
hydrocarbon or aromatic hydrocarbon and from 5-75 wt.o/o of one or more phosphonic acids having the 
formula R'P0(0H)2 wherein R' is a 1^ carbon saturated or unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon. 

Preferably R' is a single carbon radical, i.e., methyl phosphonic acid which is reacted with the aluminum 
oxide/hydroxide surface after treatment with the longer chain phosphonic acid to react with any remaining 20 
hydroxyl groups on the aluminum oxide/hydroxide surface to provide good peak symmetry for the materials 
being passed through the column for analysis. 

It will be noted that the R group is always a monomer or oligomer. Preferably, the oligomer has a molecular 
weight of less than 2000. By the use of monomer herein is meant to include a chemical compound that can 
undergo polymerization. By oligomer is meant a polymer or polymer Intermediate containing relatively few 25 
structural units, i.e., a polymer containing 2-4 monomers. 

While we do not wish to be bound by any particular theory of bonding, it is believed that when a metal 
oxide/hydroxide particle, for example, alumina, is brought into contact with the phosphonic acid (containing 
either the long chain or the short chain carbon group previously discussed) a reaction or adsorption of the acid 
on the alumina takes place in which the aluminum and phosphorous atoms In the respective molecules ai-e 30 
apparently bonded together through an oxygen atom as illustrated 97 wt.o/b, preferably 26-96 wt.o/o, (based oh 
total weight of phosphonic acids) of one or more phosphonic acids having the formula RP0(0H)2 vyherein R Is 
a 5-30 carbon saturated or unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon or aromatic hydrocarbon and from 5-75 wt.OA) of 
one or more phosphonic acids having the formula R'P0(0H)2 wherein R' Is a 1-4 carbon saturated or 
unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon. 35 

Preferably R' Is a single carbon radical, i.e., methyl phosphonic acid which Is reacted with the aluminum 
oxide/hydroxide surface after treatment with the longer chain phosphonic acid to react with any remaining 
hydroxyl groups on the aluminum oxide/hydroxide surface to provide good peak symmetry for the materials 
being passed through the column for analysis. 

It will be noted that the R group is always a monomer or oligomer. Preferably, the oligomer has a molecular 40 
weight of less than 2000. By the use of monomer herein is meant to include a chemical compound that can 
undergo polymerization. By oligomer is meant a polymer or polymer intermediate containing relatively few 
structural units, i.e., a polymer containing 2-4 monomers. 

While we do not wish to be bound by any particular theory of bonding, it Is believed that when a metal 
oxide/hydroxide particle, for example, alumina, is brought into contact with the phosphonic acid (containing 45 
either the long chain or the short chain carbon group prevbusly discussed) a reaction or adsorption of the acid 
on the alumina takes place in which the aluminum and phosphorous atoms in the respective molecules are 
apparently bonded together through an oxy^S^ atom as illustrated In the formulas below (In which formula R 
may represent, for purposes of Illustrating ttie reaction, either the long chain R group or the short chain R' 
group previously discussed): ^ 
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Thus it can be seen, using tlie above proposed model, that if ail of the exposed hydroxyl groups on the 
surface of the alumina can be reacted with the phosphonic acid groups, the surface chemistry of the reacted 
alumina will be changed. For example, when an alumina treated with a phosphonic acid having a octadecyl R 
group is used, for example, p-nitroaniline, methyl benzoate, phenetole, and o-xylene under chromatographic 
conditions can be selectively adsorbed on such a chromatographic packing material in accordance with the 
present invention. 

The available surface area, both outside and inside of the pores, will be somewhat dependent upon the 
relationship between the pore size of the aluminum oxide/hydroxide support material and the length of the R 
group on the phosphonic acid. If the pore size is small with respect to the size of the R group on the 
phosphonic acid molecule, the phosphonic acid may or may not be able to enter into the pores, thereby 
changing the effective area available for interaction with the organic material being passed through the 
chromatographic column. 

Because of the pores and fissures that can be present on the metal oxide particle, particularly those having 
high surface area, often all the surface hydroxyl units are not reacted because of the inability of the longer 
chain phosphorous-containing organic material reaching or diffusing into the pores and fissures. Thus, to inert 
or block remaining reactive sites, the R'PO(OH)2 phosphonic acid containing the short-chain monomer or 
oligomer, e.g., 1-4 carbon atoms per chain, is used in a second treatment or reaction. In this way, all of the 
reactive sites are capped or blocked. That is, for capping off the reactive sites, short-chain monomers can be 
used. For example, an alumina treated with a high molecular weight phosphonic acid corresponding to the 
RP0(0H)2 formula, e.g. an n-heptadecylphosphonic acid, may be further treated with a low molecular weight 
phosphonic acid, e.g., methylphosphontc acid, to treat any remaining unreacted alumina surface areas. 

It should be noted in this regard that it is the long chain hydrocarbon R groups, not the short chain R' 
groups, which principally interact with the respective organic materials being passed though the column to 
provide the independent peaks identifying the particular organic material passing through the column at 
various rates of elution. The principal function of the shorter chain R' groups is to react with any remaining 
hydroxyl groups on the aluminum oxide/hydroxide support material so that the non-polar group or groups of 
the organic material passing through the column will interact with the non-polar packing material (rather than 
the polarized end of the organic molecule passing through the column interacting with exposed hydroxyl 
groups on the support material) so that a true reverse phase profile through the chromatographic column Is 
maintained. Thus, the shorter chain phosphonic acid must be reacted with the support surface in an amount 
sufficient to bond to all reactive hydroxyl sites remaining on the support surface after the initial treatment with 
the one or more longer chain phosphonic acids. 

After formation of the packing material, the material may be treated in an organic solvent or a basic or acidic 
solution, or a combination thereof, e.g., a NaHCOs/NazCOa washing solution having a pH of about 10, to 
remove any weakly adsorbed molecules on the particles. This ensures that all of the molecules remaining are 
bonded to the hydroxyl groups on the metal oxide/hydroxide surface and not to one another, thus assuring 
formation of the desired monomolecular layer stable over a wide range of pH. 

The resulting reverse phase chromatographic packing material is stable at pH ranges of from 1-14 and has 
good stability in the range of 2-12 while stiil maintaining high efficiency of separation. Typically, a reverse phase 
packing based on approximately 10 micro diameter alumina particles with an initial surface area of 150 
m^/gram will result in a chromatographic support with an N number of 18,000 to as high as over 25,000 per 
meter (N being the number of theoretical plates). 

The following examples will serve to further illustrate the practice of the invention. 

Example 1 

High purity bayerite and gamma alumina were used as supports. The nitrogen BET surface area was 19 and 
65 m^/g for bayerite and gamma, respectively. 

Both the bayerite and gamma aluminas, having an average particle size of about 2 microns, were dried In a 
110°C drying oven and 10 gram samples were weighed into a number of glass sample viais. 
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To each of four vials containing 10 gram samples of gamma alumina were added, respectively, 100 ml of 0.1, 
0.01. 0.001. and 0.0001 molar solutions of phehylphosplionlc acid formed by diluting ' a 0.1 molar 
phenylphosphonic acid solution with deionized and distilled water. Molar concentrations of 0.01, 0,001 and 
0.0001 gave a monolayer but cover less than all of the surface area available on the particle's. A molar 
concentration of 0.1 was sufficient to provide a monolayer on most of the surface area of the particles. Higher 
than 0.1 molar would have resulted In multilayaring. which is undesirable. To a fifth 10 gram sample of gamma 
alumina was added 100 ml of deionized and distilled water. Five more samples were similarly prepared using 10 
gram bayerite samples instead of gamma alumina. The ten samples were shaken and then allowed to age for 24 
hours. The contents of the sample containers were then vacuum filtered through Whatman 42 filter paper. The 
surface modified alumina samples were placed in clean vials and dried in a 1 10°C drying oven. The phosphonjs 
content of each of the samples was determined by direct current plasma spectroscopy. 

The results are tabulated in Table 1 and plotted in the graph of Figure 1. It can be seen that there is a 
significant increase in the amount of phosphorus present on the surface of the bayerite and gamma alumina 
samples aged in the 0.1 molar solution of phenyl-phosphonic acid compared to less concentrated amounts. 
Higher phosphorus content of gamma alumina compared to bayerite is because of its higher surface area. 



Table 1 

e T . Acid Adsorbed 

l^'^l^^ Alumina Cone. (M) Phosphorus 

Number Form Molar wt.2 



20 



1 bayerite 0.0000 o 00 25 

2 bayerite 0,0001 0*01 

3 bayerite 0.001 o."oi 

4 bayerite 0.01 0.06 

5 bayerite 0.1 o 61 

6 gamma 0.0000 0 00 30 
I gamma 0.0001 o.'oi 

8 gamma 0,001 o OA 

9 gamma 0,01 o!29 
10 gamma 0.1 

35 



Example 2 

Another group of 10 gram samples of gamma nd bayerite aluminas were used and to each sample was 
added 100 ml of 0.1 molar phenylphosphonic acid. Each sample vial was covered and shaken and then allowed ^ 
to age for a predetermined time period followed by. filtration, drying, and measurement similar to that 
previously described in Example 1 to determine the phosphorus content on the alumina sample wtth respect to 
contact time between the respective alumina samples and the phenylphosphonic acid. These resurts are 
tabulated in Table 2 and illustrated in the graph of Figure 2. 

The filtrate for the alumina samples aged for various time periods was also analyzed for phosphorus content ^ 
The concentration of phosphorus in the filtrate of the bayerite and gamma alumina samples aged for various 
amounts of time is plotted in Figure 3. The p^^ehange of the respective solution for the gamma and bavertte 
samples aged for 24 hours was also monitored and the change in pH with respect to time was plotted in 
Figure 6 to illustrate yet another way of monitoring the amount of chemlcafly adsorbed phenylphosphonk; acid 
on the aluminas. It is seen that the solution containing the gamma alumina sample shows a rapid rise In pH ^ 
between 0 and 30 minutes and then a slow increase until 120 minutes where It begins to decrease slightly. The 
pH of the solution contianing the bayerite alumina sample shows linear Increase from 0 to approximately 150 
minutes and then decreases slightly. It should be noted that aluminas other than bayerite and gamma alumina, 
e.g.. gibbsite, boehmite. eta. chi. rho, delta, kappa and alpha aluminas, may be used as supports. 
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Table 2 











Adsorbed 


5 


Sample 


Alumina 


Time in 


Phosphorus 




Number 


Type 


Minutes 


Wt.Z 




1 


bayerite 


2 


0.12 




2 


bayerite 


4 


0.11 


10 


3 


bayerite 


8 


0.12 




4 


bayerite 


16 


0.12 




5 


bayerite 


32 


0.11 




6 


bayerite 


64 


0.13 


10 


7 


bayerite 


128 


0.12 


8 


bayerite 


256 


0.38 




9 


bayerite 


1440 


1.31 




10 


gamma 


2 


0.72 




11 


gamma 


4 


0.62 


20 


12 


gamma 


8 


0.65 




13 


gamma 


16 


0.67 




14 


gamma 


32 


0.62 




15 


gamma 


64 


0.63 


25 


16 


gamma 


128 


0.65 




17 


gamma 


256 


0.80 




18 


gamma 


1440 


1.56 



30 

Example 3 

To further illustrate the practice of the Invention, 3 grams each of the filtered and dried gamma alumina 
samples from Example 1, respectively contacted with 0.1, 0.01 and 0.0001 molar phenylphosphonic acid, were 
2^ washed and filtered 3 times with 30 ml of distilled, deionized water. Filtered and dried 3 gram gamma alumina 
samples from Example 2, which had, respectively, been contacted with 0.1 molar phenylphosphonic acid for 8, 
64, and 1440 minutes were similarly washed. All the washed samples were then placed into clean vials and 
dried In a 110*^0 drying oven. The gamma alumina samples contacted with the 0.1 molar concentration 
phenylphosphonic acid were not wettable. They were also not affected by the washing. 

The results are respectively illustrated in Figures 4 and 5 in which the results from the washed samples are 
plotted in dotted lines superimposed on the respective solid line gamma curves for unwashed samples 
corresponding to the gamma curves respectively shown in Figures 1 and 2. It will be noted that the amount of 
phosphorus remaining on the treated alumina after washing is fairly comparable to the unwashed samples. 

^ Example 4 

To illustrate the multiple treatment of alumina with more than one type of phosphonic or phosphinic acid, a 
solution of 0.1 molar n-heptadecylphosphonic acid was prepared by dissolving 3.8454 grams in 120 ml. of 
isopropanol at 45** C. Thirty grams of activated 7-12 micron alumina was weighed into this solution which was 
then shaken to mix and placed in an ultrasonic bath for 15 minutes. The mixture was vacuum filtered through 

QQ Whatman #3 filter paper. The alumina was washed with 3 volumes of isopropanol and placed in an oven at 
110°C to dry. The unreacted sites on the surface of the alumina were then capped with methylphosphonic 
acid. A solution of 0.1 molar methylphosphonic acid was prepared by dissolving 1.1524 grams of 
methylphosphonic acid in 120 ml. of Isopropanol at 45° C. The dried, n-heptadecylphosphonic acid loaded 
alumina was added to this, shaken to mix, and placed in an ultrasonic bath for 15 minutes. The alumina was 

55 then again filtered, washed and dried at 110°C. 

Another alumina sample was then contacted with a 0.3 molar solution of n-heptadecylphosphonic acid 
dissolved In isopropanol under the same conditions and then capped as above with a 0.1 molar solution of 
methylphosphonic acid. 

Both samples were analyzed on an IBM Instruments IR-98 Fourier Transform Infrared Spectrometer with 128 
scans per spectrum at 4 cm-1 resolution. The spectra were plotted using a KBr spectrum as reference. The 
bands chosen for the n-heptadecylphosphonic acid calibration curves were the 2928 cm- 1 asymmetric 
stretching band and the 1470 cm-1 bending band. The band at 1470 cm-1 is selected as the analytical 
wavelength because the value for its standard deviation Is ten times less than the value for the band at 2928 
cm-1. At this wavelength, the respective weight percent of n-heptadecylphosphonic acid loaded by treating 
55 the alumina with the 0.1 molar and 0.3 molar solutions was 6.88 and 24,85 wt.o/a, respectively. 
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Example 5 

A reverse phase chromatographic packing material was prepared in accordance with the invention by 
reacting an aluminum oxide/hydroxide support material with a 0.1 molar long chain phosphonic acid at a 
temperature of 120X for 1 hour. The support material was then reacted at 120*C with a 0.1 molar methyl 
phosphonic acid for 1 hour to cap off any remaining reactive hydroxyl sites on the support material The 
support material comprised an aluminum oxide/hydroxide having a particle size range of about 7-12 microns a 
pore diameter range of from about 20 to 100 Angstroms, and a pore volume of from about 0.2 to l'.0 
milliliters/gram. The long chain phosphonic acid comprised octadecyl acid and the weight ratio of the two 
phosphonic acids was 7 wt.o/o octadecyl acid and 4 wt o/o methyl phosphonic acid with a weight ratio of total 
phosphonic acids to aluminum oxide/hydroxide support of 11 wt.o/o. About 5 grams of this reverse phase 
chromatographic packing material was packed into a 4.6 millimeter I.D. column to a height of 25 cm to provide 
a total volume of approximately 4 to 5 ml. 

A test mixture consisting of 0.2 grams of p-nitroanlline, 0.2 grams of methyl benzoate. 0.2 grams of 
phenetole and 0.2 grams of o-xylene dissolved in 1000 ml of methanol was prepared. The test mixture was 
injected at various times onto the column, and the components of the mixture were e|uted from the column 
with a solvent system of 400/o water, 300/o methanol and 30<yo acetonitrile at a flow rate of 1.25 ml/min The pH 
of the water portion of the solvent system was raised to pH 10 with a sodium carbonate/sodium hydroxide 
buffer and after running for 2 hours, the efficiency was N- 19.000 showing the packing material retained its 
stability and high efficiency for an extended period of usage. The same solvent system, with the pH readjusted 20 
to 12 through the addition of additional sodium hydroxide, was passed through the same column for an 
additional 48 hours, and the efficiency measured at N- 25.000 which further indicted the high efficiency and 
good stability of the material at high pH. The chromatographic measurements showing the sharp peaks for tha 
four materials respectively at 2 hours and 48 hours at ph 10 and over 48 hours at pH of 12 are shown 
respectively in Figures 9A-9C. 

Thus the above illustrates that the Invention provides an improved reverse phase chromatographic packing 
material which exhibits good stablitty over a wide pH range with good separation efftelency. 

The above examaples also illustrate that the invention provides a method for forming a reactive material 
capable of withstanding pH ranges of 1-14 and nonwettable in an aqueous media by reacting metal 
oxide/hydroxide particles with an organic phosphorous-containing compound such as a phosphonic or 30 
phosphinic acid at a concentration of about 0.0001 to 0.1 molar until a sufficient amount of the 
phosphorous-containing compound has reacted with the surface of the metal oxIde/hydroxIde particle to form 
the desired monomolecular layer thereon. 

Example 6 

The alumina used was Woelm N 3-6, a 3-6 micrometer particle size activated alumina with a nitrogen BET 
surface area of of 148 mVgram. X-ray diffraction identified this as being mostly chi alumina with a trace of 
Bayerite. 

Two twenty gram samples of this alumina were treated, one with monododecyl phosphate 
[(Ci2H250)PO(OH)2]. the other with didodecyi phosphate [(Ci2H260)2PO(OH)]. Each sample was mixed with 
92 ml. of a 0.14 M toluene solution of the respective reagents for two hours at 50* C, Each reaction mixture was 
then vacuum filtered to separate the solids. The solids from each mixture were then washed with three 
displacements of fresh toluene to remove any unreacted orgonophosphonic acid. The samples were then 
dried under vacuum at 60*' C for more than 8 hours. The samples were then analyzed for carbon (by 
combustion) and phosphorus (by direct current plasma spectorscopy on a nitric acid solutton of the material) 45 
The results are summarized in the following table. 
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Experiment No. Experiment No, 

22661-48A 22661-48B 



Reagent (0-^2^25°^^°^^^^ 2 (CJ2H25O) 2P0(0H) 



20.01 20.02 
22.98 22.63 



Initial AI2O2 wt, gm 
Treated AI2O2 wt, gm 
Product : 

wt.Z P 1.56 0.87 

wt.Z PC 7.72 8.38 

Mole Ratio, C/P 12.8 24.8 

20 

Example 7 

The products of Example 6 were then treated with a mixture of monomethyl phosphoric acid 
[(CH30)PO(OH)2] and dimethyl phosphoric acid [(CH30)2PO(OH)] to react the alumina surface which was not 
accessible to the mono or didodecyl phosphoric acid. The mixture of methyl phosphates was dissolved in 
de-ionized water. The materials from Example 6 were added to 62 ml. of an approximately 0.62M solution of the 
methyl phosphate mixture at 40° C. The reaction was continued for two hours after the materials from 
Example 6 were wet by the solution. (They were wet with difficulty by the water solution, a qualitative indication 
that the particle surfaces were well covered with hydrocarbon groups.) The product solids were then vacuum 
filtered and washed with three displacements of de-ionized water. The material was dried under vacuum at 
60° C for more than eight hours. 
The composition of the products are shown here. 



Experiment No* Experiment No. 

22661-48A-1 22661-A8B-1 

Origin of Starting Solids 22661-48A 22661-48B 

Starting Weight (gm) 20.06 20.03 



Wt of Product Recovered (gm) 19.80 20.27 
45 Product 

wt.Z P 1-70 1.66 

wt.Z C 7.57 8.58 

50 



The proportion of phosphorus increased on both alumina samples, which is consistent with increasing the 
proportion of surface area covered with organophosphoric acids. Note that the increase in phosphorus 
content was much larger for the material treated with didodecyl phosphoric acid (2261 -48B to 2261-48B-1). 

55 Portions of each treated alumina (2261-48A-1 and 2261-48B-1) were used to pack columns for liquid 
chromatography. Each column was able to separate the mixture of p-nitroanaltne, methyl benzoate, phentetole 
and o-xylene with 30 vol.0/0 acetonitride. 30 vol. 0/0 methanol and 40 vol.0/0 water. The column packed with 
material made from the monododecyl phosphate (22661 -48A-1) gave 37,000 to 38.000 theoretical plates, while 
the column packed with material made from the didodecyl phosphate (22661 -48B-1) gave from 31,000 to 

60 32.000 theoretical plates. 

The column packed with the monododecyl phosphate treated alumina (22661 -48A-1) also showed superior 
resistance to strongly caustic solutions (water replaced by pH«« 10.0 carbonate buffer). It was uncharged after 
sixteen hours, while the column packed with alumina treated with didodecyl phosphate (2261-48B-1) failed 
completely before sixteen hours of operation had been achieved. 

65 Thus, it is shown further that the invention provides a method for forming a reactive material capable of 
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withstanding pH ranges of 2 to 11 and nonwettasble in an aqueous media by reacting metal oxide/hydroxide 
particles with an phosphoric acid monoester or phosphoric acid diester at a concentration of about 0.0001 to 
0.5 molar until a sufficient amount of the phosphorous-containing compound has reacted with the surface of 
the metaJ oxide/hydroxide particle to form the desired monomolecular layer thereon. 



Claims 

1 . An active material comprising metal oxide/hydroxide particles having chemically bonded to reactive io 
sites on a surface thereof, a monomolecular layer of a phosphorousK:ontaming organic material 
comprised of a phosphorous-containing group and a carbon-containing group, said bond being formed 

by reaction of said phosphorous-containing group with said metal oxide/hydroxide sarface, said 
carbon-containing group being oriented away from said metal oxide/hydroxide surface. 

2. The active material of claim 1 wherein said phosphorous-containing organic material Is a phosphonic 15 
acid having the formula RP0(0H)2 or a phosphlnic acid having the fonnula RR'PO(OH) wherein H 
comprises a carbon-containing group and comprises hydrogen or a carbon-containing group. 

3. The active material of claim 1 wherein said phosphorous-containing organic material is a phosphoric 
acid having the formual (R0)P0(0H)2 or a phosphoric acid having the formula (RO)(R'0)PO(OH) wher^ 

R comprises a carbon-containing group and R' comprises a carbon-containing group. 20 

4. The active material of any of claims 1 to 3 wherein said mono-molecular layer of phosphorous-con- 
taining organic material is chemically bonded to at least 25«Vb of the reactive sites on said metal 
oxide/hydroxide surface. 

5. The active material of any of the preceding claims wherein said metal oxide/hydroxide comprises 
particles having one or more of the following properties : 25 

(a) a particle size range of from 50 Angstroms up to 12 hrTllllmeters; 

(b) the particles comprise porous particles having an average pore 8i2e of from about 1 to about 
200 microns in diameter; 

(c) the particles comprise porous particles which have a pore volume of from about 0.1 to about 

1 .5 ml/grams and/or ^ 

(d) the particles comprise porous particles which have a surface area of from about 0.10 to aboUt 
1000m2/gram. 

(e) the thickness of said monomolecular layer of phosphorous-containing organic material 
chemically bonded to said metal oxide/hydroxide particles is In the range of 10 to 5,000 Angstroms. 

or Is in the range of 20 to 500 Angstroms. 55 

6. The active material of any of the preceding claims wherein said metal oxide/hydroxide particles : 

(1 ) comprise an oxide/hydroxide of an element capabte of forming an oxide/hydroxide from group 
IB. group IIA. group IIB. group III, IVA, VA. group IIIB. group IVB. group VB, group VIB. group VIIB, or 
group VIII metals ; lanthanlde series ; silicon, thorium, boron, uranium, selenium, arsenic or tellurium; 

(2) comprise an oxide/hydroxide of a metal consisting of aluminum, magnesium, titanium, 40 
zirconium, iron, silicon, chromium, zinc, vanadium, or combinations of these metate; or 

(3) consist of alumina, iron oxide, silica, zeolitic materials, zirconia, zinc oxide, magnesia, apatites, 
or hydrotalcites, said alumina being preferred. 

7. The active materia) of claim 6 wherein said alumina 

(a) comprises activated alumina having a surface area in the range of 0. 1 to 600 m^/g ; and/or 45 

(b) has a particle size ian the range of 50 Angstroms to 12 millimeters, 

8. The active material of any of claims 2 io 7 wherein In said formulas R and R' are in accordance with 
one or more of the following definitions : 

(a) said R group of said phosphorous-containing organic nrwlecule contains at least 5 cart3on 
atoms; ^ 

(b) either said R group or said R' group may comprise an organic radical consisting of long and 
short chain aliphatic hydrocarbons, aromatic hydrocarbons, carboxyllc acids, aldehydes, ketones, 
amines, amides, thioamides, imides, lactams, anilines, pyridines, piperidlrws, anhydrides, carbohy- 
drates, esters, lactones, ethers, aikenes, alkynes, alcohols, nitriles, oximes, orgai^oslllcones, sutfur 
containing organic compounds, ureas, thk)ureas, perfluoro, perchk>ro, perbromo organk; nidlecules 65 
or combinations of these groups; 

(c) either said R group or said R' group may have a functional group attached to a portion of said 
molecule spaced from said phosphorous-containing group on said molecule consisting of a carboxyl 
group, e.g., a carboxymethyl group, a glucose group, a monoclonal antibody, a cyano group, a 
cyanate group, isocyanate group and thiocyanate group, a phenyl group, a diphenyl group, a tertiary 60 
butyl group, a sulfonic group, a benzyl sulfonic group, a protein group such as protein A 
(staphytococcai protein A), pharmaceutical compounds, yeasts, microbes, whofe cells, an enzyme 
group, a dye group, a chelated metal group, a tag molecule, a halogen group, nitrate group, 
phosphate group, phosphinate group, phosphlnlte group, phosphonate group, quaternary 
ammonium salt group or combinations of these groups; 55 
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(d) either said R group or said R' group may have a cation exchange functional group attached to a 
portion of said molecule spaced from said phosphorous-containing group on said molecule and 
selected from the class consisting of -HSO3, -N(CH3)3CI. -COONa, -NH2 and -CN. 

9. The active material of any of the preceding claims wherein said monomolecular layer of organic 
5 material having a phosphorous-containing group Is substantially free of hydroxyl groups after chemically 

bonding to said metal oxide/hydroxide particles. 

10. A chromatographic packing material comprising a monomolecular layer of one or more phosphonic 
acids bonded to a particulate metal oxide/hydroxide support material, preferably wherein said metal 
oxide/hydroxide comprises aluminum oxide/hydroxide. 
10 11. The chromatographic packing material of claim 10 wherein said particulate metal oxide/hydroxide 

support material has one or more of the following properties: 

(a) it has a particle size range of from about 0.5 to about 300 microns. 

(b) it has a particle size range of from about 1 to about 80 microns. 

(c) it has a pore diameter range of from about 20 to about 1 0,000 Angstroms. 
15 (d) it has a pore diameter range of from about 40 to about 1 000 Angstroms. 

(e) it has a pore volume of from about 0.1 to about2mllliliters/gram, 

(f) it has a pore volume of from about 0.3 to about 1 .5 milliliters/gram. 

12. The chromatographic packing material of claim 10 or 11 wherein said metal oxide/hydroxide particle 
comprises: 

20 (1) an oxide/hydroxide of an element capable of forming an oxide/hydroxide consisting of group 

IB, group HA, group IIB. group IIIA, group IIIB, group IVA, group IVB, group VA, group VB. group VIB, 
group VIIB, or group VIII metals; ianthanide series; silicon, thorium, boron, uranium, selenium, 
arsenic or tellurium ; or 

(2) an oxide/hydroxide of a metal consisting of aluminum, magnesium, titanium, zirconium, iron, 
25 silicon, chromium, zinc, vanadium, or combinations of these metals. 

13. The chromatographic packing material of any of claims 10 to 12 wherein said monomolecular layer of 
said one or more phosphonic acid bonded to said particulate support material comprises a mixture of: 

(a) from about 2 to about 970/o of one or more phosphonic acids having the formula RP0(0H)2 
wherein R is a 5-30 carbon saturated or unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon or an aromatic 

30 hydrocarbon; and 

(b) from about 5 to about 75o/o of one or more phosphonic acids having the formula R'P0(0H)2 
wherein R' is a 1-4 carbon saturated or unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon. 

14. A chromatographic packing material of any of claims 10 to 13 wherein said phosphonic acid having 
the formula R'P0(0H)2 consists essentially of methyl phosphonic acid which is reacted with hydroxl 

35 groups on said support material after reaction between said support material and said one or more 

phosphonic acids having 5-30 carbons thereon in an amount sufficient to react with any remaining 
reactive hydroxyl sites on said support material. 

15. A process for chemically bonding a monolayer of phosphorous-containing organic material to metal 
oxide/hydroxide particles to form an active material which comprises: 

40 (a) providing a liquid containing an organic material therein having 1-2 phosphorous-containing 

groups thereon consisting of 

(1) phosphonic acid having the formula RP0(0H)2; 

(ii) phosphinic acid having the formula RR'PO(OH); 

(ill) phosphoric acid monoester having a formula (R0)P0(0H)2: or 
45 (iv) phosphoric acid diester having a formula (RO) (R'O)PO(OH) ; 

where R comprises a carbon-containing group and R' comprises a carbon-containing group; and 

(b) contacting the metal oxide/hydroxide with said liquid to chemically bond said phosphorous- 
containing material to at least 250/o of the reactive sites on said metal oxide/hydroxide to form a 
monolayer of said organic material thereon forming said active material. 

SO 16. The process of claim 15 wherein the steps are conducted under one or more of the following 

conditions: 

(a) said step of providing a liquid containing an organic material therein having 1-2 
phosphorous-containing groups thereon further comprises maintaining a concentration of said 
phosphorous-containing organic material in said liquid of at least about 0.1 molar; 
55 (b) said step of contacting said metal oxide/hydroxide particles with said liquid containing said 

phosphorous-containing organic material further comprises maintaining said contact for from about 
0,1 to about 20 hours; 

(c) said step of contacting said metal oxide/hydroxide particles with said liquid containing said 
phosphorous-containing organic material further comprises maintaining said contact for from about 

60 0.5 to about 4 hours ; 

(d) said step of contacting said metal oxide/hydroxide particles with said liquid containing said 
phosphorous-containing organic material further comprises maintaining the temperature of the 
reactants at about 5-1 50'' C during said contacting step. 

17. The process of claim 15 or 16 wherein said metal oxide/hydroxide particles and said 
65 phosphorous-containing material are as defined in any of claims 5 to 9. 
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18. A method of making an active materia) for use as a chromatographic packing material characterized 
by good pH stability and high efficiency, comprising: 

(a) reacting with a particulate metal oxide/hydroxide support material, having a particle size range 
of from about 0.5 to about 300 microns, one or more phosphonic acids having the formula RP0(0H)2 
wherein R is a 5-30 carbon saturated or unsaturated aliphatic hydrocarbon or an aromatic 5 
hydrocarbon to form a monomolecular layer of said one or more phosphor>ic acids on the surface of 

said particulate support materia); and 

(b) further reacting said particulate support material with one or more phosphonic acids having the 
fomnula R'P0(0H)2 wherein R' is a 1-4 carbon saturated or unsaturated aiiphatic hydrcw:arbon in a 
quantity sufficient to form chemical bonds with ail remaining reactive hydroxyl sites on said support io 
material. 

19. The method of claiam 18 which includes the further step of providing a particulate metal 
oxide/hydroxide support material having a pore diameter range of from about 20 to about 100,000 
Angstroms, a pore diameter range of from about 40 to about 1000 Angstroms, and a pore volume of from 
about 0.1 to about 2 mllllllters/gram. 

20. The method of claim 18 or 19 wherein the steps are conducted under one or more of the following 
conditions: 

(a) said step of further reacting said particulate support material with one or more phosphonic 
acids having the formula R'P0(0H)2 comprises further reacting said particulate material with 
methylphosphonicacid; 20 

(b) the concentration of said phosphonic acids Is from about 0.001 to about 0.1 molar; 

(c) In each of said steps, said phosphonic acids are reacted with said support material in a 
non-aqueous media for a period of from about 1 to not more than about 20 hours at a temperature of 
from about S^C up to about 200*'C to form said monomolecular layer on said metal oxide/hydroxide 

sup port mate rial ; 25 

(d) in each of said steps, said phosphonic acids are reacted with said support material for a period 
of from about 1 to not more than about 20 hours in an aqueous media at a temperature of from about 
25° C up to about 90** C to form said monomolecular layer on said metal oxide/hydroxide support 
material. 

30 
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REACTING ALXJMINA WITH 

PHOSPHONIC ACID OR 
PHOSPHINIC ACID OP AT 
LEAST 0.1 MOLAR STRENGTH 



MAINTAINING CONTACT BETWEEN 
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IN AQUEOUS MEDIA 
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@ Active material useful as adsorbent comprising metal oxide/hydroxide particles reacted with one or more 
phosphorous-containing materials. 

@ An active material is disclosed comprising metai oxide/hy- PHENYL PHOSPHATE 

droxlde particles having chemically bonded to reactive sites on 
a surface (50) thereof, a monolayer of a phosphorous-contain- 
ing organic material comprised of a phosphorous-containing 
group and a carbon-containing group. The bond to the meta) 
oxide/hydroxide surface (50) is formed by reaction of the 
phosphorous-containing group with the metal oxide/hydroxide 
particle surface (50), so that the carbon-containing group of the 
material is oriented away from the metal oxide/hydroxide 
surface (50). 
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